
Imagining Home Soundscapes 
 

Fact Sheet 
 
Six artworks in the BMA’s Imagining Home exhibition have highly focused directional speaker panels 

overhead that immerse the viewer in authentic sounds recorded in the place where the object was made. 

The speakers are unobtrusive so that the overall effect is one of being immersed in a gentle shower of 

ambient sound. Details about each soundscape are listed below.  

 
Baltimore, MD (2011) from Last House Standing Series by Ben Marcin 

 Recorded summer 2015 in West Baltimore, Maryland at the house in the photo.  

 Visitors will hear the sounds of traffic, birds, and people on the street. 

 

Small Embroidered Hanging or Prayer Mat (Nimsuzani or Djoinamaz) (Early 20th century) Uzbekistan 

 Recorded fall 2006 in Shoberghan, Afghanistan, an Uzbek region in Northern Afghanistan 

 Visitors will hear the sounds of women talking and singing traditional songs in one woman's 

home while they make suzanis. 

 

Letters from Home (Via Reginalis) (1982) by Carolyn Brady 

 Recorded summer 2015 in Florence, Italy, near the artist retreat center where Brady was living when 

she created the painting 

 Visitors will hear women speaking in Italian while performing household tasks like cooking, eating, 

and cleaning while a radio plays in the background. The street sounds of Florence are also heard 

through the windows. 

 

High-backed Seat (Mid-20th century) by Lobi peoples in Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, or Ghana 

 Recorded 2001 in Saru, Upper West Region, Ghana  

 Visitors will hear the sounds of a funeral celebration with music and crowds, where the bearer of this 

seat would have reclined while participating in the festivities. 

 

Tent Post (Ehel) (20th century) by Tuareg peoples in Mali, Niger, or Algeria 

 Recorded 2014 in Tazrouk, Algeria 

 Visitors will hear conversation and music inside a Tuareg tent. 

 

Sophia's Dairy, Harford County, Maryland (1936-1937) by Frances Benjamin Johnston   

 Recorded summer 2015 in Belcamp, Maryland, inside Sophia's Dairy 

 Visitors will hear the quiet sounds of footsteps on the stairs, a clock ticking, and doors opening and 

closing inside the actual house, which is a private residence on Route 40 near Belcamp. 

 


